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Developing Your Question

NAME: ________________________________________

DATE: ________________________

YOUR TOPIC: __________________________________

GENRE: ______________________
Once you have identified your topic, think about questions your research might help you answer. In other words, state your topic as a question. Remember, your question may change as you learn more about your topic. That’s OK!

Write what you THINK you know about your topic.

Develop 3-5 more questions about your topic (Why? How? Which one? What if? Should? Why?)

Use the chart below to brainstorm keywords for your topic. Hint: use keywords from the description and questions above.
	
	Topic
	Similar Words
	Broader Terms
	Narrower Terms
	Related Words

	Example
	Smoking
	Smoke, smoker
	Tobacco
	Cigarettes, Cigars

Chewing tobacco
	Nicotine, 
Lung cancer

	Fill-in your topic & keywords
	
	
	
	
	


Note: The keywords you choose will become essential for searching catalogs, websites, and databases. Keywords can have a profound influence on the results of your research. Using the “right” word will speed up the research process while the “wrong” word can bring to it to a complete halt.
